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Response to Amendment 
The following is in response to the amendment filed on August 10, 2004. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 13 are allowed. 

Claims 1-3 and 12 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose or suggest a 
process for producing glass fibers having at least the steps of ejecting molten glass through a 
cylinder-shaped rotating member having larger orifices and smaller orifices arranged alternately 
in the circumferential direction of the peripheral wall, thereby producing two types of primary 
streams, then introducing the streams into a flame flow around the rotating member to form 
fibers, and then ejecting a compressed fluid at an angle relative to the flame flow and fibers in 
order to cut and control the length of the fibers. 

Claims 4, 6, 8, 10, and 13 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose or suggest 
an apparatus for producing glass fiber having a cylinder-shaped rotating member with upper and 
lower side regions, both regions having larger orifices and smaller orifices arranged alternately in 
the circumferential direction of the peripheral wall, whereby the diameters of the larger and 
smaller orifices of the lower region are smaller than the respective diameters of larger and 
smaller orifices of the upper region. 



Allowability of claims was indicated in previous office actions. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the iss 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on August 12, 2004 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive with respect to the rejections set forth previously based on the prior art reference 
Houpt (US 5,514,199). 

Applicant's amendment to claim 12 has overcome the objection set forth previously. 

Applicant's amendment to the specification is acknowledged. 
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PETER CHIN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 





PETER CHIN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



